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"From among the many early leaders of our community, 
the Ames Heritage Association has selected a 
representation of those fine pioneers and their families 
who laid the foimdation for our excellent city." 

Kathy Svec, President 
Ames Heritage Association 
Ames, Iowa 



Time Line 


1838 

1841 

1846 

1848 

1849 

1850 


1858 

1860 

1861 

1861-1865 

1862 


1864 


1865 


Iowa organized as a territory 
John Tyler was tenth president 
Iowa admitted as a state 
First white man documented living in what 
would become Story County 
California Gold Rush 
Census of 42 people within future Story 
County boundaries 

Hughes Mill built — later to be Soper's Mill 
Story Covmty boimdaries official 
"Farmhouse" built at the college 
Abraham Lincoln inaugurated 
Civil War Era 

Post Office established at "College Farm" 
Hoggatt School opened, a one-room frame 
school house; original site at north¬ 
west corner of Lincoln Way and Oak 
Lucian Hoggatt, pioneer sheriff, sold large 
land area to Cynthia Duff 
John 1. Blair obtained land for the railroad 
Village of Ames platted on December 17 by 
Charles Irish, Blair's engineer 
H. F. Kingsbury stationmaster/postmaster 
Original town plat of 12 blocks recorded on 
January 18 with boundaries of 
Onondaga St. (now Main), Duff, 
Burnett, and State St.(now Eighth St.) 
Cedar Rapids and Missouri River Railroad 
opened through to Ames 
First depot completed (near Main and Duff). 
First passenger train arrived on April 15 
Abraham Lincoln assassinated on April 15 
John Cole family arrived from Ohio 
Webster house bmlt where Wallace Greeley 
would later build his red brick home 
(now Adams Funeral Home) 

First Congregational Church organized 
First frame store; H. F. Kingsbury 
First Methodist Church was organized 
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1866 

1868 


1869 


1870 


1871 

1876 

1878 

1880 

1882 


1883 

1884 
1886 
1886-87 
1890 


1891 

1892 


K. W. Brown moved to Ames 
First Congregational Church was built 
Bell presented to Church by Oakes Ames 
The Intelligencer published (first paper) 
First Baptist Church was organized 
K. W. Brown grocery store opened 
October 21, 70 students arrived for training 
at Iowa Agricultural College 
Ulysses S. Grant was president 
Iowa State Agricultural College was 

formally dedicated and first classes 
were held; Old Main opened on 
campus (living quarters for students 
and faculty, dining hall and kitchen, 
chapel and classroom) 

Thirty citizens of Ames petitioned for 

incorporation, December 18 approved; 
Vote was 81 in favor, 25 opposed 
Ames population was 500 
Town of Ames incorporated 
Ames population was 656 
William West served as mayor 
Iowa State College enrollment was 188 
Great Chicago Fire 

Alexander Graham Bell invented telephone 
First telephone in Ames (battery operated) 
Ames population was 1,153 
College enrollment was 252 
First six-room brick school house was 

opened (classes through high school) 
at the Fifth and Clark site (west side) 
Brooklyn Bridge opened in New York 
Parley Sheldon was elected as mayor 
First town hall built at Fifth and Kellogg 
Fires destroyed most of business district 
Franchise was granted to Ames and 

College Railway (called the Dinkey) 
Ames population was 1,276 
First water tower and waterworks built 
H. L. Munn established lumber business 
First Library Association formed 
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Dinkey (Ames College Railroad) was in 
service between town and college 

1893 Ames city limits included Iowa State 

Agricultural College 

1896 First Light Plant built 

Iowa Agricultural College changed its 
name to Iowa State College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts 

1900 Roman Catholic Parish was established 

Depot was bioilt near Main and Clark 
Ames population was 2,422 
Iowa State College enrollment was 1,062 

1902 Fire destroyed Old Main on campus 

1903 Wilbur and Orville Wright flew first 

airplane 

1904 Ames Public Library was dedicated, a gift 

from the Carnegie Foundation 

1906 Beardshear Hall on campus was built 

New steel water tower was built 

1910 Main Street was paved with wooden blocks 

1911 Grand Avenue was paved with wooden 

blocks up to Ninth Street 

1913 Transcontinental highway through Ames 

1915-1916 W, M. Greeley gave Memorial Hospital to 
the city, in memory of his wife 
Sheldon-Munn Hotel opened 
Ames population was 5,091 
Iowa State College enrollment was 1,562 
First town hall (Fifth and Kellogg) was 
demolished. Municipal Building 
was erected on the same site 
Masonic Temple (now Octagon) was built 
First major expansion of electric plant 
Council took bids to pave eight miles of 
residential streets 

Newspaper went to daily production 

(Time Line compiled by Farwell Brown, Alice McDuffee, 

Kathy Svec, and Sharon Wirth.) 
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John Insley Blair 

"Work hard, be 
honest, and fear the Lord." 
John I. Blair lived by that 
advice given to him at age 
13 by his father. Blair, at 
age 60, had become the 
■Railroad King’ of Iowa, 
directing the building of 
the first railroad line 
across Iowa. Under his 
direction, Ames was 
platted and recorded as a 
town in December of 1864. 
Blair also named Ames 
and probably selected the 
street names in the 
original town. 

John Insley Blair 
was born August 22, 1802, 
on a farm in New Jersey. 
The Blair family was poor. 
At thirteen he went to work 
in a cousin's grocery store. 
From clerking, Blair 
moved into larger 
merchandising. His inter¬ 
ests expanded to the 
manufacture and distri¬ 
bution of nails, then to the 
coal fields of Pennsylvania, 
and finally to iron and steel 
production in his home 
state. He was interested in 
building railroads to bring 
coal to New Jersey blast 
furnaces. Self-educated, 
he was a man with energy 
to match his ambition. 
When he first came to the 
developing state of Iowa in 


1860, he recognized the 
need for railroads. 

Blair first met 
Abraham Lincoln in 1860. 
During the Civil War, 
Lincoln talked of the need 
to develop a national 
railroad system to aid 
economic unity after the 
war. Blair, soon caught up 
in railroad expansion, 
became president of a 
number of railroads. As 
stockholder and chief 
engineer, he built the 
Missouri River Railroad 
westward, (to become the 
Chicago and North¬ 
western) in 1865. Head¬ 
quartered in Cedar Rapids, 
he directed construction of 
the line across Iowa, 
putting Ames on the first 
trans-continental system 
when the golden spike was 
driven in Utah on May 10, 
1869. 

In June, 1863, Blair 
met Oakes Ames, a 
supporter of the railroad, 
at Cedar Rapids. Ames 
and Blair, then traveled by 
train as far as 
Marshalltown, the end of 
the line. Taking the stage, 
they continued west 
through Nevada, observing 
the railroad under 
construction to that point. 
They, no doubt, crossed the 



Skunk River and then 
Squaw Creek somewhere 
near the Farmhouse, 
which had been built three 
years earlier for the Iowa 
Agricultural College and 
Farm. It was six years 
before any classes would 
begin at the proposed 
College. 

Blair recorded notes 
on that excursion, deciding 
where bridges could best be 
built. The following year, 
in December of 1864, Blair 
directed his engineer, 
Charles Irish, to plat a 
town between the two 
streams, and to name that 
town "Ames". Blair 
located towns across Iowa 
in strategic locations, 
naming more than fifty in 
Iowa and Nebraska. 
Blairstown and Blairsburg, 
as well as Belle Plaine, 
Odgen, Scranton, Vail, and 
Whiting, were some of the 
towns he named in Iowa. 
Our streets are named for 
railroad builders known to 
Blair, or for people like 
Cynthia O. Duff, with 
whom he dealt when 
acquiring land for the 
railroad. Ames is the 
largest of the towns laid out 
and named by Blair. 


Though Blair’s 
education ended at age 
eleven, he became a 
capable engineer. His 
spelling was atrocious, but 
that did not bother him. 
Talented in relationships 
with those who worked 
under him, he also 
socialized with those in 
influential positions. He 
abstained from alcohol, 
and in every lot deed he 
laid out, he stipulated that 
should alcohol ever be sold 
or consumed on the 
property, the title would 
revert to the Blair Land 
Company. 

Through construc¬ 
tion of the railroads, Blair 
accumulated great wealth. 
He was a religious person, 
and believed strongly in 
education. John I. Blair 
gave two lots, and a cash 
contribution in 1865 to the 
Congregational Church, 
the first church built in 
Ames. When he died in 
1899 at age 97, Blair had 
given over five million 
dollars to charitable and 
educational institutions. 
He endowed Blair 
Academy in New Jersey, 
donated Blair Hall to 
Princeton, and gave 
donations to Coe and 
Grinnell Colleges in Iowa. 



. 11 nil 




Oakes Ames 



John I. Blair 



Original Land Purchases 


Industrialist Oakes 
Ames was born in Easton, 
Massachusetts on January 
10, 1804. An early 

successful business was 
the manufacture of picks 
and shovels which sup¬ 
plied the gold rush of 1849. 

In 1863 Oakes Ames 
was elected to represent 
Massachusetts in the U. S. 
Congress, serving until 
1873. Following the Civil 
War, Ames was one of 
many who were interested 
in railroad expansion. He 
conferred with President 
Lincoln during the Civil 
War period and agreed 
with Lincoln that a rail 
system to the west coast 
would help to unify the 
country after the divisive 
conflict. 

In 1863 Ames came 
to Chicago to meet John I. 
Blair, with whom he 
shared a railroad interest. 
Blair was then building the 
Cedar Rapids and 
Missouri River Railroad in 
Iowa. They traveled on a 
tour of inspection, going by 
train as far as 
Marshalltown, the end of 
the line. Taking a stage, 
they traveled to Nevada. 
Blair was choosing sites for 
stream crossings and 
possible station stops. A 
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year later Blair would 
locate a station stop on the 
flat, low lands between the 
Skunk and Squaw and 
designate it as "Ames". 

Ames' interest in 
railroad expansion led him 
to be involved in financial 
legislation supporting rail¬ 
road construction. His 
involvement with the 
Credit Mobilier, however, 
brought him both public 
prominence and painful 
experience. 

Credit Mobilier was 
a Pennsylvania corporation 
attracting investment in 
the railroads. Funds 
raised by selling stock in 
the Credit Mobilier were in 
turn used to build the 
Union Pacific from Omaha 
to the coast. Ames, a 
Union Pacific stockholder, 
purchased Mobilier stock. 
He made it available to his 
colleagues in Congress at 
par, offering to take their 
promise to pay after the 
stock began to pay 
dividends. He stated freely 
that he was placing the 
stock in the 'best places' to 
assure the railroad's 
welfare. 

Ames found himself 
the object of criticism, and 
was charged for involve¬ 


ment in a bribery scheme. 
His defense was that his 
offers of stock were made 
after the legislation 
assisting the railroads was 
passed, so they could not be 
construed as bribery. He 
contended that Credit 
Mobilier was a Penn¬ 
sylvania corporation, not 
under any existing federal 
statute and that no law had 
been violated. Probably 
right on these points, his 
actions were consistent 
with the way railroads 
were being financed. 
However, the House 
censured him, and he 
withdrew from public life 
in 1873. Ames died May 8, 
1873. 

In 1876 the Union 
Pacific case was heard by 
the U. S. Supreme Court. 
The Court ruled that there 
had been no wrong doing 
resulting in financial loss 
to the Federal Government. 
Oakes Ames had died a 
'broken hearted' man three 
years earlier, but his 
family contended that their 
father was fully exonerated 
by that ruling. Of the 
fifteen congressmen who 
purchased stock from 
Oakes Ames, all but three 
paid him for it. Of the 
three, one was later elected 
President. None was 
charged with accepting 
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bribes. One railroad 
historian wrote in 1946 that 
"Oakes Ames was made 
goat-in-chief for the whole 
rotten business." 

Oakes Ames used 
his wealth to benefit others. 
He endowed a chair in 
English at Grinnell 
College, being a friend of 
the founder, Josiah 
Grinnell. On October 7, 
1866, Grinnell dedicated 
the first church in Ames, 
the Congregational 
Church. He announced he 
was writing to Oakes 
Ames to suggest that he 
present a bell to the church 
in the town that bore his 
name. Church records 
show formal thanks for a 
bell were made on January 
8, 1867. That bell still rings 
on Sunday mornings in the 
Congregational Church 
which is still located on 
the corner of Kellogg and 
Sixth Street. 

In 1882 the Union 
Pacific erected the Ames 
monument to honor Oakes 
and his brother Oliver for 
their efforts in completing 
the railroad. It is located 
30 miles west of Cheyenne, 
Wyoming just north of 
Interstate 80. 



Oakes Ames 



Ames Monument 
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Lucian Quincy 
Hoggatt 


Lucian Quincy 
Hoggatt arrived in Story 
County from Indiana in 
1860, eventually settling 
north of Lincoln Way. 
When the area between the 
Skunk River and Squaw 
Creek was sited as the 
possible location for the 
advancing rail line, 
Hoggatt, and several other 
landowners in the area, 
opposed selling to the 
railroad, not wanting the 
"monster at their door". 
When an inquiry to 
purchase was forwarded by 
Cynthia Duff "for her uncle 
back east", he sold land 
between Grand and 
Burnett to her. It is well 
known that Cynthia Duffs' 
"uncle" was indeed the 
railroad. Hoggatt’s land 
was eventually crossed by 
two railroads, which he 
came to support. 

In 1861 Hoggatt was 
elected the fourth sheriff of 
Story County. During this 
term, he enlisted in the 
Union army, but his Civil 
War service was cut short 
by a farming accident 
shortly before his depar¬ 
ture, resulting in the loss 
of his leg. He was denied 
his fighting career, but not 
one in politics. He was 
known as a fiery and 


spell binding orator who 
was not above confusing 
the issues when opponents 
rose to debate. He often 
managed to divert attention 
by driving pins into his 
cork leg while the other 
fellow was talking. 

In 1862 "Hoggatt 
School" was built on land 
given by the Hoggatts. In 
1863 he was re-elected 
sheriff. By 1866 Hoggatt 
was a partner in a grain 
warehouse, among the 
first commercial ventures 
in Ames. He served as 
Ames' second postmaster 
in 1869. In 1874 he was 
elected as the representa¬ 
tive from Story County to 
the 15th General Assembly 
of Iowa, serving two years. 
In 1878 at age 63, he was 
the "greenback" candidate 
for the 9th District 
congressional seat. 
Though defeated, he toured 
Iowa in his famous one- 
horse buckboard, deliver¬ 
ing impassioned speeches 
to advocate the adoption of 
paper money. 

Born in 1815, 
Hoggatt died just short of 
his 81st birthday in 1896. 
He lived by these words: 
"Augment the happiness 
and decrease the woes of 
mankind." Although his 
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Cynthia O. Duff 


schooling ended at age 13, 
he was an avid reader and 
possessed a prodigious 
memory, making him a 
formidable foe in debates. 
His interest in public 
questions never died, and 
he would often change 
sides depending on the 
issue at hand. His 
expressed wish during his 
last illness was that he 
might live to cast one more 
vote and see the results of 
another election. 

Lucian and his wife 
Abigal raised a family of 
nine children. In 1873 the 
Hoggatts built a magni¬ 
ficent house on the site of 
the present day Pyle Office 
Park. This sturdy brick 
structure was added to in 
1890 with a two story 
connecting, balconied hall¬ 
way. The house proudly 
held the second bathtub in 
Ames! 

The road at the 
western edge of Ames 
leading to Hoggatt's farm 
was called "Hoggatt 
Street". Despite its for¬ 
midable namesake, local 
humorists referred to the 
lane as "Pig Alley". 
Residents petitioned to 
have the name changed. 
In 1909 Hoggatt Street 
became Grand Avenue. 


Cynthia O. Duff was 
a land agent, restaura¬ 
teur, and feminist before 
her time. She was born 
December 15, 1820, in New 
York state. 

Cynthia and her 
husband, Alexander, ar¬ 
rived in Story County in 
1863 from Syracuse, New 
York. The Duffs came to 
Iowa financially better off 
than some and were able to 
purchase 320 acres of land 
where the Meeker Elemen¬ 
tary School is today, 
running south to 13th 
Street. Alexander cleared 
and farmed the land. They 
had a large sprawling 
farm house luxuriously 
featuring windows down to 
the floors. 

Cynthia had been an 
army nurse and tele¬ 
grapher before coming to 
Iowa and was used to 
men's ways and hard 
work. In August, 1864 
Mrs. Duff, acting as an 
intermediate for the 
railroad’s John I. Blair, 
purchased 320 acres 
from several area residents 
(Issac Black, Samuel and 
Sarah Hiestand, and rival 
L. Q. and Abigal Hoggatt). 
This land was sold to John 
I. Blair on November 5, 
1864, for $3,775. She did 
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this without the sellers 
knowing, because they 
were against the railroad 
coming too close to their 
property. Forty acres of this 
land was platted as the 
original town of Ames and 
laid in blocks and lots. 
This is known as Old Town 
in Ames today. 

When Mrs. Duff 
opened a restaurant on 
Main Street, she was able 
to take advantage of the 
railroad, by feeding the 
railroad crews. This 
restaurant was located in 
the center block on the 
south side of Main Street 
(now a walk through to the 
parking lot). Located in 
front of the Duff restaurant 
was the post office. 

Due to the influence 
of Mrs. Duff and John I. 
Blair, the Cedar Rapids & 
Missouri River Railroad 
deeded two lots at Sixth and 
Kellogg worth $300 to the 
Congregational Church 
Society, which is where 
that church is still located. 
She also was quite a 
carpenter and helped in 
making the sashes and 
fitting the windows into the 
frames for this church. 
She brought the first 
communion service for this 
church from Syracuse, 
New York. She was so well 


known that when a 
package came to the 
church marked "COD" it 
was delivered to her, being 
Cynthia O. Duff. 

As Ames grew and 
developed, property values 
increased, and in June of 
1877, shrewd Cynthia 
advertised lots from the 
Duff farm. Her husband 
Alex was also advertising 
them for sale and it seemed 
they enjoyed the competi¬ 
tion. In September, 1894, 
the Duffs moved to Nevada. 

Through the early 
years, Cynthia Duff was 
respected and "feared". 
Alexander died in 1896 and 
by the early 1900’s Cynthia 
became poor and frail. She 
lived with the McElyea 
family until her health 
declined, and she was 
placed at the county farm 
where she passed away on 
May 5,1907, at age 83. 

Cynthia Duff still 
lives on in Ames as Duff 
Avenue bears her name, 
Kellogg was her maiden 
name, and Main Street 
until 1910 was Onondaga 
Street, named after her 
native county in New York 
state. 
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Daniel McCarthy 



Cynthia Duff 



Alexander Duff 


Daniel McCarthy 
was born in Ontario, 
Canada, on January 11, 
1833. Daniel’s father, an 
Irish immigrant taught 
school in Canada for thirty- 
three years. He advocated 
education of the masses, 
and supported free educa¬ 
tion in Canada, a cause 
eventually taken up by his 
son. 

After his education 
in Canada, Daniel 
McCarthy first tried the 
carpenter trade, but 
decided to become a sailor, 
shipping out from New 
York. Eventually he 
immigrated to Chicago and 
became a fireman on the 
Illinois Central Railroad. 
Dan came to Iowa in the 
winter of 1854 and settled 
first in Marshall County, 
and then at Fairview (now 
Story City) in April, 1856. 
In Story County he 
installed the first steam 
plant in a sawmill owned 
by Mr. House. Soon after 
that, Daniel and Mr. House 
moved the sawmill to New 
Philadelphia, which was 
later called Ontario (west 
Ames). 

In 1858 at age 25, 
Dan married Mary Ann 
Ross, the daughter of one of 
his. mill patrons. Dan 
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bought the mill from Mr. 
House, and after two years, 
sold it and returned to 
carpentry. During these 
years he spent all his spare 
time studying law. After 
twelve years he was 
admitted to the bar in 1870. 
He remained in practice 
for forty years, first with 
John L. Stevens, then 
George Underwood, and 
finally with his son-in-law. 
Judge C. G. Lee. 

When McCarthy 
came to Story County, he 
bought 160 acres of land, 
and erected the first frame 
house, in Washington 
township. That house still 
stands today at 930 Ash 
Avenue. Though reno¬ 
vated, it maintains the 
same character it had 
when it was built in 1864. 
Daniel and his wife reared 
nine children in that 
house. One of the 
daughters was Emma 
McCarthy Lee, for whom 
the park is named. In 1897 
the McCarthy family 
moved to 511 Grand 
Avenue, which later 
became Packer's Tea Room 
(1953), then Coe's Flowers, 
and now. Shoppes on 
Grand. 

In 1875 Dan began 
importing horses from 
Belgium, England, and 


France. He traveled 
eighteen times across the 
ocean for this purpose. He 
imported the original 
pedigreed stock of draft 
horses for the college farm. 
Dan was president of the 
Horse Racing Association 
of Ames when the race 
track was north of Lincoln 
Way and west of Grand. 

Dan was one of the 
leading citizens of 
Washington township and 
Ames. It was largely due 
to his efforts that Iowa 
Agricultural College was 
located in Ames. He 
donated money and leveled 
and staked off the ground 
for the first two buildings. 
McCarthy also influenced 
the Northwestern Railroad 
to come through Ames. He 
financed the preliminary 
survey, and helped 
convince more conserva¬ 
tive citizens of the 
advantages of the railroad. 
In the words of Gladys 
Meads, "It is due to the 
characteristics and stam¬ 
ina of men like Dan 
McCarthy that Ames is the 
town it is today. We bear 
the imprint of forebears 
such as he." Dan 
McCarthy passed away on 
September 28, 1921. He 
was 88 years old. 
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Sarah Jane Emery 



Daniel McCarthy 



930 Ash Avenue 


In 1857 Sarah Jane 
Emery came by boat to 
Keokuk, Iowa, and then 
overland by team. She was 
originally from Sedalia in 
Madison County, Ohio. 
Her father, Thomas 
Emery, had been a member 
of the underground, and 
their home had been an 
overnight stopping place 
for runaway slaves seeking 
their freedom in Canada. 
In 1858 Sarah took her first 
teaching job at the age of 
seventeen in a rural school 
two miles south of Nevada. 
In 1861 a one acre site 
located just east of Squaw 
Creek was deeded by 
Lucian and Abigal 
Hoggatt, for school 
purposes. 

The construction of 
the school was completed 
by June, 1862, and the 
Washington Township 
School was ready for its 
first term. Sarah Emery 
was the first teacher. She 
boarded with the William 
Fitchpatrick family, who 
lived in the college Farm¬ 
house, the first building on 
the newly established Iowa 
Agricultural Farm. The 
school's first dozen 
students were mostly from 
those two families - - the 
Hoggatts and the 
Fitchpatricks. The sur- 
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Henry May 


rounding village had only 
about a dozen dwellings, 
and wasn’t to be 
established as a town for 
two and a half more years. 

On July 4, 1865, 
Sarah married Thomas 
Gossard while he was on 
furlough from the Union 
Army. The young husband 
left to return to the war, but 
it was shortly over and 
Thomas was mustered out 
and returned home. 

The Gossards had 
four children between 1866 
and 1874. Thomas died in 
1890, and Sarah moved to 
Ames with her children. 
In 1908 she moved to 
Onawa, Iowa. Sarah 
Emery lived to be 95. 



Sarah Emery 


In 1867 Henry May 
took over the little school, to 
become the first Ames 
teacher. He taught for 
three terms and served the 
children of the Adams, 
Fitchpatrick, Hoggatt, 
Hiestand, and McCarthy 
families, among others. 
May eventually served as 
the secretary for the School 
Committee. He left Ames 
to operate a drug store, but 
came back and became the 
first rural delivery mail 
carrier out of Ames. 

May was a highly 
educated man who came 
from Connecticut. During 
the Civil War he served in 
the diplomatic service, 
assigned by the State 
Department to Africa. The 
last year there he had been 
seriously ill with the black 
plague, and had been given 
heavy doses of brandy and 
quinine. For health 
reasons he resigned from 
the diplomatic service and 
came to teach school in a 
rural setting. Although 
well regarded by the 
community, the addiction 
to the drugs he had been 
given, continued to bother 
him. He died in 1919 in his 
90's, after a fall from a 
delivery wagon. 
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The Cole Family 



Henry May 



Hoggatt School 


In 1865 William 
Cole came to Ames from 
Ohio, having caught 
"western fever" and bu5ring 
390 acres on the bluff, west 
of the Skunk River. 
William and his sons 
moved the family goods to 
Iowa on the railroad. 
Depot conditions in Ames 
were primitive, and when 
the family unloaded their 
possessions onto a wagon, 
they became stuck in one of 
early Ames' famous bogs! 
With the aid of a logging 
chain, the wagon was 
pulled to firmer ground. 
The Cole farm included the 
area where Homewood 
Golf Course and Carr's 
Pool are now located, as 
well as some acreage on 
the east side of the Skunk 
River. William died in 
1895. 


John Cole was 19 
when the family arrived in 
Ames. He had completed 
three years with the army 
during the Civil War. He 
was a husky lad who had 
attended little school, but 
was naturally bright. John 
continued farming, own¬ 
ing land on the northwest 
comer of 13th and Burnett. 
The slight jog in 13th Street 
at that corner was caused 
by John's refusal to let the 
city cut down a row of 
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maples on his land to 
extend 13th Street. John 
eventually turned to brick 
masonry and started the 
family's fortunes in the 
building trades. Two of his 
four sons, Lew and Ben, 
and then later, Ben and his 
son Herman, continued in 
the building business. 

The family is well 
known by these structures: 
The Adams Building (now 
Lechner), the old Savings 
and Loan building, the 
Octagon, St. Cecelia's old 
church on Lincoln Way, 
the west addition to the 
Sheldon-Munn Hotel, 
Crawford Elementary 
School, the Cranford 


Apartments, the College 
Savings Bank, the fourth 
and fifth floors of the 
Memorial Union, old Ames 
High School (now the new 
City Hall), the underpass 
on Grand Avenue, twelve 
fraternities and sororities, 
and many bridges in the 
area. 

John's son, 
William, continued to farm 
south of town and Clarence 
"Dig" graduated from the 
Veterinary Department of 
Iowa State. He and Lew 
were the athletes in the 
family and members of 
Ames High's first football 
team. "Dig" was in charge 
of the Agricultural 



The Cole Family (John, far right front) 
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Captain Wallace M. 
Greeley 


Experiment Station on the 
bank of the Skunk River, 
east of town, the 
forerunner of the National 
Animal Disease Labora¬ 
tories. 

The girls were 
Elizabeth, Jess, Nell, 
Catherine, and Avis. 
Elizabeth, Jess, and "Kate" 
homesteaded in South 
Dakota and then returned 
home to Ames. The gprls 
were all active in social 
clubs of the day. Catherine 
and Jess were members of 
a merry social club called 
the "Bachelor Maids". 
This club was started when 
they were in high school 
and continued until all 
were quite advanced in 
years. Avis taught first 
grade in "Old Central" and 
Roosevelt School for about 
40 years. Nell was a school 
teacher at the Ray School, 
and Catherine was with 
the Iowa State Extension 
Service for many years. 

There are fourth, 
fifth, and sixth generations 
of the Cole family still 
living in Ames. 


Captain Greeley, 
founder and donor of the 
original wing of the Mary 
Greeley Hospital was born 
on a farm in Orleans 
County, New York, in 1838. 
The son of hard working 
farm people, he was 
educated in the common 
school of his day and 
acquired early the frugal 
habits and earnest 
ambition that determined 
his direction in life. 

Greeley began his 
career as a school master 
in Ellicottville, New York, 
where he met Mary 
Victoria Young, who was 
attending a teacher's 
institute. Greeley volun¬ 
teered in the Union Army 
in 1861, and by war’s end 
achieved the rank of Major. 
He preferred 'Captain', 
and was always referred to 
as Captain Greeley by his 
associates and friends. 
Wallace and Mary married 
on November 8, 1866, and 
when they arrived in Ames 
that same year, the pop¬ 
ulation was but a few 
hundred inhabitants. 
Greeley's capital consis¬ 
ted of four years of Union 
Army pay, which he sent 
home to his father for 
safekeeping. He first 
purchased a farm south of 
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Ames which they worked 
until 1876 when they 
purchased the home on the 
west side of Douglas at the 
Eleventh Street comer. In 
1882 they built the home 
that is today the Adams 
Funeral Home. 

After owning a 
private bank for several 
years, in 1881 Captain 
Greeley founded the Union 
Bank, the first corporate 
bank in Ames. His loyalty 
to the cause of the Union 
Army led him to select the 
name "Union" for his 
bank, the present day 
United Bank and Trust of 
Ames/Firstar. 

Captain Wallace M. 
Greeley did much for the 
developing city of Ames. 
Often his contribution was 
of the less visible nature. 
Many a vital cause received 
his support at a critical 
moment. He was Mayor of 
Ames in 1888-90. Always 
promoting education, he 
served on the Ames School 
Board and with his wife, 
Mary, contributed the 
original site for the Ames 
Public Library. He served 
three terms in the Iowa 
Legislature where his 
knowledge and experience 
were highly respected. 


The Greeleys lost 
their two children in 
infancy, and when Mary 
died in 1914, it became 
Captain Greeley’s desire to 
see a hospital in Ames. On 
July 29, 1915, he 

announced his plan to 
build that hospital at 
Twelfth and Douglas, a 
site which offered room for 
expansion. 

On September 24, 
1916, the Mary Greeley 
Memorial Hospital was 
dedicated. Two thousand 
people heard Captain 
Greeley tell how the 
hospital represented the 
affection that Mary Greeley 
held for Ames. "It affords 
me great pleasure, more 
than words can express, 
that I contribute something 
towards the welfare of not 
only those now in need, but 
also for those who will be 
here long after we have 
passed away," he 
concluded. 

A second cousin of 
the famous New York 
editor, Horace Greeley 
(1811-1872), Captain 
Wallace M. Greeley died on 
February 14, 1917, leaving 
much evidence of his 
interest in the welfare and 
development of our city. 


■t 
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Kendrick W. Brown 



Wallace Greeley 



Mary Greeley 


Kendrick W. Brown 
was born in Jefferson 
County, New York, on July 
4, 1842. He responded to 
Lincoln’s first call for 
volunteers in 1861 and 
served four years in the 
army, being wounded 
several times during his 
service. He was mustered 
out as Captain in Company 
"K" of the 186th New York 
Volunteer Infantry. 

Brown was married 
in 1866 to Lydia Ann Gates. 
The young couple came at 
once to Ames, Iowa, where 
he became the first grocery 
merchant. In 1872 Brown 
became a traveling sales¬ 
man for a New York hat 
and glove house. This 
lasted for forty years. 

Kendrick W. Brown 
was one of those tireless 
"Knights of the Grip" who 
played a dynamic role in 
the growth of his home 
town and state. There can 
be little doubt that the 
successful salesman did 
much to further the 
economic growth of Iowa. 

A charter member 
of the First Baptist Church 
in Ames, Captain Brown 
was widely known 
throughout Iowa. His 
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three passions were his 
home, the church, and the 
furtherance of the cause of 
temperance in Iowa. 
Captain Brown gained 
statewide fame in 1906, 
running for Lieutenant 
Governor of Iowa on the 
Prohibition ticket, and for 
Governor of Iowa on the 
same ticket in 1908. He 
garnered 9,118 votes for 
governor. 

His first wife, Lydia, 
died on February 6, 1885, 
and he later married 
Margaret Mitchell. For 60 
years K. W. Brown lived in 
his spacious brick home in 
Ames at 1011 Kellogg. 



Kendrick Brown 


When Kendrick 
Brown died on April 30, 
1926, he was nearly 84 
years old. His wife 
Margaret, four children, 
ten grandchildren, and two 
great grandchildren sur¬ 
vived him. His exemplary 
character won him friends 
and admirers throughout 
Iowa, scores of whom 
traveled long distances to 
attend his funeral. 

Note: Farwell Brown, 
Ames historian, is 
Kendrick Brown’s 
grandson. 



1011 Kellogg Avenue 
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William West 


The first mayor of 
Ames was an inn-keeper 
named William West, 
whose hospitality was 
known far and wide. The 
old West House, as it was 
called, stood on the corner 
where the Octagon now 
stands at Fifth and 
Douglas. In 1869 when the 
town was incorporated, 
Mr. West was elected 
mayor by popular choice. 

As a hotel man, he 
had few peers. He had an 
unusual capacity for 
getting along with 
traveling men. One 
instance which shows his 
ability to grasp a situation 
and emerge the victor was 
enacted in a room of West 
House in the early 1870's. 
It was the custom to 
accompany l^he patron to 
his room with a kerosene 
lamp when he was ready to 
retire. The story goes that 
an overnight guest made a 
personal examination of 
the bedsheets and the 
mattress. This critical 
review of the sleeping 
quarters and the dry 
remark, "I guess it’ll do to 
sleep in," nettled West. He 
hesitated on the threshold 
while the stranger began to 
undress. When the latter 
was ready to clamber into 
bed. West made his counter 


reply, "Good night, mister. 
Everything is all right. I 
just thought I'd see if you 
were fit to sleep between 
those sheets." 

West was a child¬ 
hood playmate of U.S. 
Grant. In 1895 the Wests 
moved to Rock Rapids, 
Iowa. 



William West 
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Adonqah S. Welch 


Adonijah S. Welch 
was recruited in 1868 to 
come to the newly 
established Iowa 
Agricultural College. Then 
a Florida lumberman and 
fruit grower, Welch had 
graduated from the 
University of Michigan 
with honors, studied law, 
taught school, prospected 
for gold in California and 
served as the first principal 
of Eastern Michigan 
University. He agreed to be 
the first college president, 
provided he was chosen 
unanimously for a 
"relatively long term", at a 
salary of $3,000 with a 
house, and could serve out 
his Florida senatorial 
appointment. These terms 
were met. 

Welch and his 
family arrived by train on a 
rainy September afternoon 
in 1868, and were 
transported over mucky 
roads by a mule drawn 
lumber wagon. They 
stayed in the humble 
accommodations of the 
Farmhouse. The college 
consisted of a cluster of 
farm buildings, a grove of 
apple trees, a row of 
willows and the half 
completed Main building. 


The gala opening of 
Iowa Agricultural College 
and Welch's inauguration 
took place on March 17, 
1869. Classes began with 
173 students enrolled from 
55 Iowa counties, with 
women admitted on an 
equal basis with men. 
With no established 
curriculum, the faculty 
nonetheless put together a 
viable course of study. 
Under the example, 
relentless drive and gentle 
humor provided by Welch, 
the new venture flourished 
against all odds. He 
encouraged the pioneer¬ 
ing of landscape archi¬ 
tecture, genetics, the 
philosophy of science and 
the history of civilization. 
In the classroom Welch 
taught geology, German, 
sociology, Shakespearean 
literature, political eco¬ 
nomics, psychology, and 
rhetoric. Welch's wife 
Mary developed the 
domestic economy curri¬ 
culum, the first such 
offering at a land grant 
institution. 

Eventually, this 
development by Welch of a 
broad based education at 
Iowa Agricultural College 
brought about his downfall. 
Spirited opposition from 
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A. B. Maxwell 


those who thought the cur¬ 
riculum should provide 
only narrower practical 
training led the trustees to 
relieve Welch of his 
presidency in 1883. He 
continued his profes¬ 
sorship of psychology and 
history of civilization until 
his death in 1889. 

Note: College Presidents: 
(1868-1883) Welch 
(1883-1884) Knapp 
(1885-1886) Hunt 
(1886-1890) Chamberlain 
(1891-1902) Beardshear 



Adonijah Welch 


Adalbert Bertell 
Maxwell was born in 
DuPage County, Illinois, 
on February 10, 1863, to 
David and Altha Maxwell. 

The family moved to 
Ames in February, 1869, 
and David worked as a 
carpenter. A. B. graduated 
from high school in 1878, 
with the first class to 
complete their studies in 
the Central High School 
building. Maxwell attend¬ 
ed Iowa Agricultural 
College for two years and 
then went to work at the 
New York general store on 
Main Street (then 
Onondaga). He attained 
some fame as a musician 
about this time, touring 
Iowa and Missouri as a 
wizard cornetist. He later 
became manager of 
McCune brothers shoe 
store, until, in 1883, he and 
his father David estab¬ 
lished a restaurant, bak¬ 
ery, and grocery, called 
Maxwell and Son. In 1893 
the two purchased the West 
Hotel, then located at Fifth 
and Douglas (where the 
Octagon is now) and David 
ran the hotel while A.B. 
ran the store. In 1897 A. B. 
sold his interest in the 
business, and for two years 
went to the University of 
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Iowa to study medicine. 
He completed his medical 
degree in 1901 at the 
Chicago Medical College, 
and returned to Ames 
where he practiced until 
1917, specializing in eye 
and ear diseases. 

From 1889 until 
1897, A.B. served as clerk 
of the town and school 
board. When he returned 
to Ames, he again became 
town clerk in 1902, and in 
1917, gave up his practice 
to become full time city 
clerk and auditor. During 
World War I he was in 
charge of registration for 
the west half of Story 
County. 

In 1919 Dr. Maxwell 
helped to outline the plan 
for a city manager form of 
government which was 
adopted the next year. He 
also developed an account¬ 
ing plan which was widely 
copied by cities state-wide. 
He retired in July 1934 as 
city clerk, and worked the 
next six years as city 
historian. During his ten¬ 
ure Ames grew from a 
town of 1,200 to a city of 
12,000. 


Mrs. Belle Sloane Smith, 
raising four step-children. 
At the time of his death at 
age 78 in 1941, he had lived 
in Ames for 73 years and 
had served the city for 46 
years - - 40 as city clerk 
and six as historian. The 
volumes compiled by Dr. 
Maxwell form the basis of 
early Ames history, and 
are currently housed at the 
public library, offering 
valuable information, even 
in their fragile condition. 



A. B. Maxwell 


Maxwell married 
his first wife in 1895, had 
one daughter, and was 
married again in 1906 to 
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TheTUdens 


Ames was a mere 
village in 1869 when Major 
George G. Tilden, veteran 
of the Civil War, came 
from Vermont to establish 
himself in the general 
merchandise business. 
His wife Lydia Cooper 
(related to James Fenimore 
Cooper), a graduate of 
Mount Holyoke, was the 
first woman member of the 
Board of Education, and 
later served as its 
president. His two elder 
sons, Lucian and J. Galen, 
graduated from what was 
then known as the Iowa 
Agricultural College and 
were to serve their 
community in various 
capacities: such as 

mayors, members of the 
Board of Education, as 
postmaster, and as civic 
and party leaders. 

After George's 
death in 1892, Lucian 
managed his father’s store 
until his retirement in the 
late 1940's. Galen founded 
one of Ames' most 
flourishing businesses, the 
Tilden Manufacturing Co., 
which became Collegiate 
Manufacturing, and later, 
Collegiate-Pacific. One 
daughter Mary, was the 
wife of Harry Brown, who 
maintained one of Ames' 
oldest insurance agencies 


and whose father. Captain 
K. W. Brown established 
the first grocery store in 
Ames. 

Another daughter, 
Winifred, was at first the 
entire staff, and later 
served as head of the 
Women's Physical Educa¬ 
tion Department at Iowa 
State College. Inspired by 
Oxford pageantry in 
England, she organized 
May Day pageants for 
many years at the college, 
now superseded by the 
spring festival, VEISHEA. 
The youngest son, George 
H., cashiered for a time at 
the Union National Bank 
(now United Bank and 
Trust/Firstar) before estab¬ 
lishing his own bond 
business in Seattle. 

The general mer¬ 
chandise store which, after 
Major Tilden's death in 
1892 was known as Tilden 
Brothers and Company, 
was incorporated in 1910 as 
the Tilden Store Company. 
It was conducted on the 
original site until 1982, 
with Clark D., grandson of 
the original founder, as 
president. 

George's brother, 
Frederick C. Tilden, also a 
Civil War veteran, came 
from Vermont to Iowa with 
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his wife Emma in 1867, 
and to Ames in 1870. From 
1870 to 1897 he traveled 
Iowa selling fire 
insurance, farmed, owned 
a drug store, and in 1897 
joined the Tilden Brothers 
Co. with his nephews L.C. 
and J.G. From 1917 to 1937 
he served as president of 
Tilden Grocery. He 
succeeded in his ambition 
to live longer than his 
grandfather Joseph, a 
Revolutionary War veteran 
who lived to be 89. Fred 
Tilden died on October 10, 
1939. He was 92. 



Tilden Store 



George Tilden 



Frederick Tilden 
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The Adams Family 


Benjamin and 
Rebecca Adams came to 
Ames from Ohio in 1869 
and settled east and north 
of Ames on the Dayton 
Park Road. 

Two of their sons, 
Jay and James, were long¬ 
time Ames residents, and 
Jay's sons; Chev, Clint, 
and Frank, and James' 
son, Howard, continued to 
carry on business in Ames. 

Jay, a substantial 
and industrious young 
man, first worked in Ames 
in the Tilden General 
Store. When Benjamin 
Adams died in 1886, 
Rebecca allotted each son 
and daughter his or her 
share of the estate. Jay 
thought he would go on to 
college with his part, but 
George J. Tilden, his 
employer, talked him out of 
it, advising him that his 
industry and time were 
worth more than the years 
at school. 

In 1891 Jay and 
James bought A1 Perkins' 
grocery at the southwest 
corner of Main and 
Kellogg, which they ran 
together until 1901. Jim 
and his son Howard then 
ran the grocery for a 
number of years. Howard 


is best known for his 
campustown business, the 
Kandy Kettle, which he 
opened in 1928. 

In 1899 Jay started 
Adams Furniture and 
Undertaking, which was 
first located at 302 Main, 
and in 1916 moved to the 
corner of Main and 
Burnett, in a building that 
was once the Morris Livery 
stable. Most funeral 
homes at that time were 
combination businesses. 
In 1916 they traded their 
horse drawn hearse for a 
four-cylinder Buick, the 
first motorized one in 
Ames. 

In 1924 the Adams 
family bought Wallace 
Greeley's home at Fifth 
and Douglas from the 
Sigma Chi fraternity when 
that organization moved 
closer to campus. The 
Adams located their 
mortuary there, where it 
still stands today. The 
large cornerstone on the lot 
was placed there by the 
order of Mr. Greeley, and 
was incorporated into the 
decorative fence when 
extensive remodeling of the 
property took place. 

In 1931 Chev and 
Clint Adams became 
President and General 
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Paiiey Sheldon 


partner, respectively, of 
Collegiate Manufacturing 
Company, formerly Tilden 
Manufacturing Company, 
founded by Galen Tilden, 
housed at Fifth and 
Douglas in the Masonic 
Temple Building. Clint 
served on the city council 
from 1944-46, and as mayor 
from 1946-48. Clint and his 
brother Frank were long 
time funeral directors, a 
tradition that continues 
with Frank’s son Terry, 
the third generation, who 
began his service in 1964. 
Frank served on the school 
board from 1943-64 and was 
president from 1954-62. 



Jay Adams 


Parley Sheldon was 
born on June 7, 1844, on a 
farm in Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio, the sixth son of 
Parley and Elvira Sheldon. 
In 1861 he enlisted in the 
175th Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, and was 
honorably discharged in 
August, 1865. In 
September, 1865, he 
married Frances A. Judd. 

The Sheldons came 
to Iowa in 1874, and 
farmed and bred horses 
south of Ames, until 1882 
when they moved into 
town. Parley first engaged 
in livestock buying and 
selling. In 1890 he 
purchased the Story 
County Bank on the corner 
of Douglas and Main, 
which became a State Bank 
in 1917. That same year 
Sheldon and the Munns 
built the Sheldon-Munn 
Hotel, and the bank moved 
to the corner of the hotel's 
ground floor. The bank 
merged on January 1, 1932, 
with Greeley's Union 
National Bank, becoming 
the Union Story Trust and 
Savings Bank (now the 
United Bank and Trust of 
Ames/Firstar). 

Parley Sheldon was 
distinguished for his public 
spirited service to the town. 
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He was first elected to the 
city council in 1883, and 
became mayor in 1884. 
Called the "perennial 
mayor", he was mayor of 
Ames for 18 years over a 32 
year period. 

In Sheldon’s fifth 
year as mayor the 
construction of a muni¬ 
cipal light plant was 
discussed and planned, 
with construction and 
operations begun in 1896. 
He is said to have ’saved’ 
the light plant, when in 
1909 the public voted 
whether to accept a private 
industry offer of $40,000 for 
the plant. Shortly before 
the vote. Parley Sheldon 
placed his offer of $50,000 
before the council. The vote 
to sell failed by ten votes, 
138 to 148. 

He was instrumen¬ 
tal in the development of 
the Ames and College 
Railroad in 1892. One of 
his diversions was to board 
the Dinkey steam train and 
take over the controls for a 
run to the campus and 
back. 

A Democrat of influ¬ 
ence, he carried weight 
with the Iowa Legislature 
and was a strong ’lobbjdst’ 
for Iowa State College. As 
county chairman his 


influence went beyond the 
State of Iowa. Repub¬ 
licans, as well as Demo¬ 
crats, listened to Parley 
Sheldon. 

He served as 
Postmaster from 1885-1890, 
and also from 1894 -1898. 
Interested in good roads for 
Iowa, he was a member of 
the United States Good 
Roads Association, and 
brought their national 
convention to Des Moines 
in 1928. An officer in the 
Jefferson and Wilson 
Highway Associations, he 
was able to locate both 
routes through Ames. In 
1904 when the Iowa 
Highway Commission was 
established and also 
headquartered in Iowa 
State’s Engineering Hall, 
Parley became a prime 
mover in making Ames the 
permanent location for the 
Commission, which was 
built in 1923. 

Parley was presi¬ 
dent of the Ames 
Chautauqua Association 
for many years. He was a 
member of the Ames and 
Des Moines Chambers of 
Commerce. This public 
spirited Ames pioneer died 
on May 22,1932. 
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S.J. Starr 



Parley Sheldon 



Story County Bank 


Originally from 
Indiana, Samuel J. Starr 
was a doctor in Ames' 
earliest days, as well as the 
proprietor of the Starr and 
Brenneman Drug Store. 
Starr had a special interest 
in astronomy, which was a 
coincidence with his last 
name. 

He built an octagon¬ 
shaped house in the 1870's 
for his wife Annie and 
their three children. It 
stood on the south side of 
the railroad right-of-way in 
the Kingsbury addition to 
Ames. Dr. Starr had 
figured out mathemat¬ 
ically that an octagonal 
shape yields the same 
number of square feet 
inside a house as a square 
or rectangular shape, but 
uses less building 
materials. An octagon 
shape also heats more 
efficiently. 

Originally located at 
128 Sumner (near Orning 
Glass), the cupola was 
removed and other 
alterations were made in 
the 1930's. When the Ames 
Society for the Arts was 
founded, they took their 
name - The ()ctagon- from 
the shape of the structure 
that served as their first 
home. In the late 1970's 
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George A, Underwood 


the badly deteriorated 
house was burned down in 
a practice fire to train 
firemen. 



Octagonal House 


In 1875 George A. 
Underwood graduated 
from the Law Department 
of the University of 
Wisconsin, married Au¬ 
gusta Ames (no relation to 
Oakes Ames), and moved 
to Ames. 

He joined the John 
Stevens Law Office as a 
junior partner, and later 
went into private practice 
and became a very brilliant 
lawyer. He served Ames 
as mayor from 1877-1879, 
and as city attorney from 
1890-1894 (for which he was 
paid $50 per year). 

George and Augus¬ 
ta lived in a house located 
just north of the 
Congregational Church 
until about 1890, and then 
built a home at 522 
Crawford. Their farm was 
bounded by the railroad 
tracks on the south, 
timberland on the east side 
of the Skunk River, and 
13th Street on the north. 

The Underwoods 
had four boys and two 
girls. The eldest son, 
Frank, served in the 
Spanish American War, 
and died quite young as a 
result of typhoid fever 
contracted in that war. He 
and Lou were conductors 
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on an electric trolley which 
ran between downtown 
Ames and Campustown. 
Jean graduated from the 
Iowa State Veterinary 
Department and after 
having a private practice in 
Nevada, enlisted in World 
War I. He retired in the 
1950's as a Colonel. 
Carroll was a barber. 
Daughter Ethel married 
Warren H. Meeker, for 
whom Meeker school is 
named, and daughter 
Sadie married Dr. C. G. 
"Dig" Cole. 

Both Augusta and 
George were active in 
Masonic organizations. 
Augusta was a charter 
member and one of the 
early Worthy Matrons of 
Laura Chapter, Order of 
the Eastern Star. George 
was a Master of Arcadia 
Lodge, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons in 1881 
and 1883. 

There are third, 
fourth, and fifth genera¬ 
tions of the Underwood 
family still living in Ames. 



George Underwood 



Augusta Underwood 
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Lynn R. Morris 

Lynn R. Morris was 
bom November 27, 1871, at 
Morrison, Illinois, and 
came to Ames with his 
parents, Willard and 
Adaline, in a covered 
wagon at age four in 1875. 
The family first settled 
three miles south of the 
city, then moved to a farm 
northwest of Ames. Lynn 
lived there until he moved 
to town in 1892 to work for a 
bridge company. In 1894 
he and his brother Frank 
opened a livery stable 
where the Sheldon-Munn 
Hotel now stands. In 1898 
he left to work for the 
Northwestern Railroad. In 
1900 he bought another 
livery at Duff and Main, 
later selling it to work for 
the Ft. Dodge, Des Moines, 
and Southern Railroad 
until 1921. 

Morris was a 
charter member of the 
Ames Volunteer Fire 
Department organized 
June 12, 1895, which also 
included C. C. Tallman, J. 
B. Elliott, Frank Allen, Jay 
Allen, Frank Morris, O. F. 
Thore, and C. H. Glidden. 
He was elected chief in 
1910; in 1922 he was named 
the first full-time paid 
chief, a position he held 
until his retirement in 
1942. 


Morris witnessed 
most of the city's worst 
fires, one of which nearly 
destroyed the Odd Fellows 
building on December 10, 
1917. That same year he 
dealt with the Armory roof 
fire on campus. In the 
1930's the firemen fought 
the Margaret Hall and 
Engineering Extension 
fires on campus. As the 
story is told, it was always 
worth going to a fire when 
Lynn and brother Frank 
were volunteers, to hear 
the brothers directing each 
other's activities. In his 
high-pitched voice Frank 
would call to Lynn to "come 
off that dangerous spot you 
so and so!" Apparently 
they brought new meaning 
to the phrase "fighting 
fires". When the fire 
department was organized 
in 1895, it had one hand- 
drawn hose cart, 500 feet of 
2.5 inch hose, and three 
fire hydrants. When 
Morris retired, there were 
10 full-time men, three 
trucks, 5,100 feet of hose, 
and 300 hydrants. 

Lynn married Ber¬ 
tha Aiken on April 14, 
1897, and raised a niece 
from infancy. Morris died 
at age 80 in 1951. He had 
served the fire department 
for 47 years, 32 of them as 
chief. 


34 





Frank E. Morris 



Lynn Morris 



1st Motorized Fire Truck 
(Morris, 2nd Left) 


Frank E. Morris 
was born July 31, 1867, at 
Morrison, Illinois, and 
came to Ames with his 
parents in 1875. In 1893 he 
started a livery business 
with Jay Allen on the 
northwest corner of 
Onondaga and Kellogg 
where the Sheldon-Munn 
now stands. From 1894 to 
1898 he and his brother 
Lynn ran the business 
together; in 1898 he 
resumed operations him¬ 
self. In 1909 he built the 
Morris Building at Main 
Street and Burnett (now 
occupied by Cheese N' 
Puppets), where he 
operated until he retired in 
1916. That year. Jay 
Adams took over owner¬ 
ship of the building for his 
furniture and under¬ 
taking business. 

Frank married Ella 
M. Dodd on December 5, 
1894, and they had three 
sons, Glen (Newt), Clare 
(Pete) and Ralph (Mike). 
He died at age 81 on March 
22,1949. 

In 1907 when Mayor 
Parley Sheldon announced 
his intentions in The 
Intelligencer to build a 
modern hotel on the corner 
of Onondaga (Main) and 
Kellogg, Frank Morris had 
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this to say: "You can tell 
Mayor Sheldon that I am 
much obliged to him for the 
nice bouquet he handed me 
in last week's 
Intelligencer. " said Frank 
Morris who occupies the 
livery barn owned by Mr. 
Sheldon at the corner of 
Onondaga and Kellogg 
Streets, where it is 
proposed to build the new 
hotel. "Yes, I am obliged to 
him, but you can say that I 
am a booster and in order 
to get the old shack out of 
the way, which I know is a 
disgrace to the city of 
Ames, I will vacate the 
place on 60 days notice. We 
need a new hotel and if 
these Ames capitalists 
want to get busy with much 
needed improvements I 
may be able to stretch a 
point and get out sooner. 
No, you will not have 
Frank Morris standing in 
the way of progress. I have 
the spirit on myself and 
want to build a really up-to- 
date stable that will 
compare with Parley 
Sheldon's new hotel. I 
mean to keep the livery 
business up with the 
procession." 



Frank Morris 



Livery, Main and Burnett 
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The Muim Family 


Hiram Lester Munn 
was born in Waterloo, New 
York, on October 31, 1840, 
and spent his boyhood in 
Lyons, New York. After 
serving three years in the 
Civil War (three months in 
the Confederate Libby 
Prison), he farmed in 
Michigan and later 
returned to New York, 
working in a furniture 
business. 

In 1886 Hiram and 
his wife Phoebe first settled 
in Oxford, near Iowa City, 
where they ran a 
lumberyard. In 1891 they 
decided to move further 
west, but only got as far as 
Ames before resettling. On 
their first night in town, 
several Ames men 
convinced them to open 
another lumberyard in 
Ames at the location where 
the Munn Building Center 
still operates today. Main 
and Duff. Since 1891, five 
generations have headed 
the H. L. Munn Company: 
Hiram Lester, Alfred 
Herschel, Hiram Axtell, 
Alfred Homer (Fritz), and 
today, Erik Munn. Alfred 
H. is remembered as an 
Ames capitalist involved in 
many enterprises, 
including half interest in 
the Sheldon-Munn Hotel. 
At one time the Munn 


Lumber Company had 
yards in Ames, (Gilbert, 
Slater, Huxley, and Kelley. 
Alfred also established the 
Munn Electric Company 
located in the hotel 
building at 303 Main. 

The Munn family 
home was built in 1894 at 
the northeast corner of 
Duff and Eighth Street. As 
the story goes, the house 
was assigned the number 
726, and H. L. put up his 
house number and printed 
his stationery. He was 
later notified by city 
officials that there had 
been an error, and that the 
number should have been 
in the 800's. Though 
gracious, H. L. was 
irritated by the mistake 
and stated, "No thanks, 
you said 726, and 726 it will 
be." To this day, though 
Eighth runs to the south, 
the number remains 726. 

Hiram Lester's wife 
Phoebe died in 1897. They 
had one son, Alfred 
Hershel, born in 1870. H. 
L. was involved in the 
business during its early 
days. However, A. H. was 
admitted as a partner in 
1897 and had directed the 
company for many years 
when his father died in 
1920 at the age of 80. A. H., 
known as Fred, ran the 
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business and also served 
from 1901 to 1911 on the city 
council, as well as on other 
Ames boards and 
committees, including the 
original Mary Greeley 
Hospital Board of Trustees. 
He was also affiliated with 
Union Trust and Savings 
Bank, starting in 1903. His 
son, Hiram A., served 
many years as treasurer of 
the School Board. His wife 
Ann, served 25 years on the 
City Planning Commis¬ 
sion. 


The house was 
occupied by Munn family 
members until 1976, when 
Alfred H. (Fritz) and Joy 
and their children Steve, 
Dave and Erik (the fifth 
generation) lived there. In 
the 1930's Alfred and 
Grace built > a well- 
appointed apartment at the 
hotel so Hiram A. and his 
family could live at 726 
Duff. Today the house is 
undergoing restoration by 
owners Walter and Becky 
Hyde, who have recently 
re-built a fence following a 
photo taken in the early 
days of the house. 



H. L. Munn with 
Hiram A. 



726 Duff Avenue 
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C.G.Lee 


Chaucer Gory Lee 
was born on August 8, 
1869, in Jasper County, 
Iowa, to James Lee and 
Sarah Whitcomb Lee. 
James was a Massa¬ 
chusetts Yankee whose 
grandfather had fought at 
Lexington and Concord. 
Sarah was related to the 
poet James Whitcomb 
Riley. C. G. came to Ames 
to attend Iowa Agricul¬ 
tural College. While he 
was a student, he was co¬ 
editor of the yearbook, the 
Bomb , in 1893, and also 
college newspaper editor in 
1894. When the first 
intercollegiate debating 
team was formed, he was a 
member, learning debating 
skills he would use all his 
life. Lee graduated with 
the class of 1894, and 
completed Drake Law 
School in 1895. Within two 
weeks of being admitted to 
the bar, he went into 
practice with Dan 
McCarthy, his future 
father-in-law. 

Plunging into the 
life of the town, he helped 
organize the first Com¬ 
mercial Club in 1896, the 
forerunner of the Chamber 
of Commerce. C. G. Lee 
was Ames City Attorney 
from 1896 to 1902, and was 
11th District Judge from 


1907 to 1914. In 1914 he 
was a candidate for the 
Republican nomination for 
governor, which he lost to 
incumbent Gov. G. W. 
Clarke. 

During his tenure 
as Commercial Club 
president, the Iowa Board 
of Regents was formed in 
1912. Several men on that 
Board wished to make the 
University of Iowa the 
dominant school and 
reduce I.A.C. to a tech¬ 
nical school. Alumni and 
friends rallied and formed 
an organization to oppose 
that action with Lee as 
chair. Their defense of the 
college was carried over 
the heads of the Board to 
the Legislature. Persua¬ 
sive arguments convinced 
the Board to withdraw its 
plans in 1919. Lee was 
famous as a courtroom 
attorney, known for his 
witty and caustic tongue. 
He practiced law in Ames 
for 50 years, retiring in 
1945. 

In addition to his 
professional life as a 
lawyer, Lee was a real 
estate developer and was 
responsible for 15 additions 
and subdivisions in the 
city. He built ten resi¬ 
dences and four business 
buildings, one of which is 
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the now remodeled 
building at the northeast 
corner of Main and 
Burnett. Lee was instru¬ 
mental in the construction 
of the Oddfellows Building, 
the Armory, and a theater. 
He was a charter member 
of the Ames Golf and 
Country Club. 

Lee presided over 
the 1915 City hall 
cornerstone-laying cere¬ 
monies, delivering a 
speech which poked fun at 
town leaders, but which 
also recognized the strides 
the town was making. He 
challenged Ames' citizens 
to ask, "What have I done 
and what can I do to make 
Ames a better place to live 
in?" 


Lee married one of 
Dan McCarthy's daugh¬ 
ters, Emma, in 1897, and 
they lived at 1008 Burnett. 
Emma McCarthy Lee Park 
was given to the city in her 
honor in 1949. Lee passed 
away on January 4, 1957, at 
age 87. 



C. G. Lee 



Emma McCarthy Lee 
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